REPORT: DCFS becomes involved with a family,
such as through a report from a school,
anonymous call, police officer or hospital, etc.

v

Instanter: Emergency permission from a judge to
remove a child from a home or to order a safety plan to
protect the child.
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home.

Continued Custody Hearing: Hearing to
decide if child should remain out of the

Safety Plan Hearing: Hearing to decide if the
safety plan will protect child and that all parties
are in agreement.
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Petition: District Attorney’s office
files a written document alleging
the child is in need of care.
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Appearance Hearing:
Parents may admit or
deny the allegations.

Safety Plan Review: Hearing to

check the status of the plan and the

child’s safety.

v

allegations are true, and
parents did not admit at

Adjudication Hearing: The judge decides whether the
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that the child is in need of care (if
answer hearing).

Case Closed/Dismissed: Family
no longer supervised by DCFS

v

Disposition: The judge decides what
supervision, therapy, rehabilitation or
other services the family needs as part
of their case plan.
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Case Review(s): Regularly
scheduled hearings where the
judge checks on the progress of
the case plan and the child’s
placement.
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Case Closed/Dismissed: Children are
returned to their family and are no longer
supervised by DCFS.

Termination of Parental Rights: Child
becomes free for adoption after process
where a person will no longer be a child’s
legal parent.




